
Potash is a type of salt that contains potassium, a mineral essential for plant growth. It is typically

mined from underground deposits and is used as a fertilizer to improve crop yields and increase the

overall health of plants. Potash can also be used in various industrial processes, such as the

production of glass and ceramics, and as a component in certain types of soap and other household

products.

POTASH

WHAT IS POTASH?

DID YOU KNOW?
Potash is an impure combination of potassium carbonate and potassium salt. Rock deposits bearing potash

resulted when ancient inland seas evaporated millions of years ago. The term potash has been commonly

used to describe the fertilizer forms of potassium derived from these rocks by separating the salt and other

minerals. 



POTASH

WHAT IS THE HISTORY OF POTASH?

DID YOU KNOW?
In the early days, the primary source of potash was the ash from native hardwood trees. The basic chemical

compound potassium carbonate was extracted by leaching the ashes in big iron pots to dissolve out the soluble

components. Evaporation of the solution through percolation resulted in the production of potash. Potash was

used in making fertilizer, glass, soap, gunpowder, and dyeing fabrics.



POTASH

WHY IS POTASH AN IMPORTANT COMMODITY?

DID YOU KNOW?
As of 2019, Canada, Russia, and Belarus and China accounted for 80% of the world's potash production.11

At the same time, life can't survive without food and water, and potash is a vital part of the formula for

expanding the efficient expansion of the world's food supply. In fact, there are no known substitutes for

potash. 



POTASH

DID YOU KNOW?
The element potassium is a member of the alkali metal group and is abundant in nature. It's always found in

combined forms with other minerals in the earth's crust, particularly where there are large deposits of clay

minerals and heavy soils.



Fertilizers: Potash is a key ingredient in many fertilizers,Fertilizers: Potash is a key ingredient in many fertilizers,
as it provides plants with the potassium they need to growas it provides plants with the potassium they need to grow
and thriveand thrive..
Soap and detergent: Potash is used as a component in theSoap and detergent: Potash is used as a component in the
production of some types of soap and detergent, as itproduction of some types of soap and detergent, as it
helps to harden the soap and improve its cleaninghelps to harden the soap and improve its cleaning
properties.properties.
Glass and ceramics: Potash is used in the production ofGlass and ceramics: Potash is used in the production of
glass and ceramics, as it helps to improve the strengthglass and ceramics, as it helps to improve the strength
and durability of these materials.and durability of these materials.
Food: Potash is used in the food industry as a foodFood: Potash is used in the food industry as a food
additive, it's also used in the production of certain typesadditive, it's also used in the production of certain types
of food, such as processed cheese, baking powder, andof food, such as processed cheese, baking powder, and
some types of chocolate.some types of chocolate.
Water treatment: Potassium compounds, derived fromWater treatment: Potassium compounds, derived from
potash, are used in water treatment to soften the waterpotash, are used in water treatment to soften the water
and remove impurities.and remove impurities.
Oil and Gas industry: Potassium compounds, derived fromOil and Gas industry: Potassium compounds, derived from
potash, are used in the oil and gas industry as a drillingpotash, are used in the oil and gas industry as a drilling
fluid to help stabilize the borehole, prevent collapse andfluid to help stabilize the borehole, prevent collapse and
improve the flow of oil and gas.improve the flow of oil and gas.

Potash is used in a variety of everyday products, including:Potash is used in a variety of everyday products, including:

11..

22..

33..

44..

55..

66..

It's worth noting that the potash content in these products isIt's worth noting that the potash content in these products is
usually small compared to other ingredients, and someusually small compared to other ingredients, and some
products may not contain potash at all, depending on theproducts may not contain potash at all, depending on the
specific manufacturing process and recipe.specific manufacturing process and recipe.

POTASH

WHAT EVERYDAY PRODUCTS CONTAIN POTASH?

DID YOU KNOW?
Some 95% of the world's potash is used on farms to fertilize the food supply. It's a critical ingredient

that helps to improve crop yields, increase resistance to plant diseases, and heighten water retention. It

also has a positive effect on food color, taste, and texture.

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/c/crop-yield.asp

