
Zinc is a chemical element with the symbol Zn and atomic number 30. It is a metallic element

commonly used in construction, electrical and electronic applications, and as an alloying agent in

manufacturing various products. Zinc is also an essential mineral for human health, playing a role

in the immune system, wound healing, and cell growth.

ZINC

WHAT IS ZINC?

DID YOU KNOW?
Zinc has the element symbol Zn and atomic number 30, making it a transition metal and the first element

in Group 12 of the periodic table. Sometimes zinc is considered to be a post-transition metal.



ZINC

WHAT IS THE HISTORY OF ZINC?

DID YOU KNOW?
Zinc was used by the ancient Greeks and Romans, but it was not as common as iron or copper, probably

because the element boils away prior to reaching the temperature required to extract it from ore.

However, artifacts do exist proving its early use, including a sheet of Athenian zinc, dating back to 300

BCE. Because zinc is often found with copper, the metal's use was more common as an alloy rather than

as a pure element.
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ZINC

WHY IS ZINC A VITAL COMMODITY?

DID YOU KNOW?
The element name is believed to come from the German word "zinke," which means "pointed." This is

likely a reference to the pointed zinc crystals that form after zinc is smelted. Paracelsus, a Swiss-born,

German Renaissance physician, alchemist, and astrologer, is credited with giving zinc its name.

https://www.thoughtco.com/how-are-elements-named-606639
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ZINC
DID YOU KNOW?
Although zinc was used by the ancient Greeks and Romans, it was not as common as iron or copper, probably because

the element boils away prior to reaching the temperature required to extract it from ore. However, artifacts do exist

proving its early use, including a sheet of Athenian zinc, dating back to 300 BCE. Because zinc is often found with copper,

the metal's use was more common as an alloy rather than as a pure element.



Construction materials: Zinc is used in the productionConstruction materials: Zinc is used in the production
of roofing materials, gutters, and flashing, as well asof roofing materials, gutters, and flashing, as well as
in the galvanization of steel and iron to protect themin the galvanization of steel and iron to protect them
from rust.from rust.
Automotive parts: Zinc produces various car parts,Automotive parts: Zinc produces various car parts,
such as gears, engine blocks, and cylinder heads.such as gears, engine blocks, and cylinder heads.
Electrical and electronic products: Zinc producesElectrical and electronic products: Zinc produces
batteries, motors, and components.batteries, motors, and components.
CCosmetics: Zinc is a common ingredient in sunscreen,osmetics: Zinc is a common ingredient in sunscreen,
as well as in some lotions, creams, and ointments.as well as in some lotions, creams, and ointments.
MMedicines: Zinc is used in many medications,edicines: Zinc is used in many medications,
including cold remedies, prenatal vitamins, andincluding cold remedies, prenatal vitamins, and
wound healing ointments.wound healing ointments.

Many everyday products contain Zinc, including:Many everyday products contain Zinc, including:
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ZINC

WHAT EVERYDAY PRODUCTS CONTAIN ZINC?

DID YOU KNOW?
Although galvanization is used to protect metals against corrosion, zinc actually does tarnish in air. The

product is a layer of zinc carbonate, which inhibits further degradation, thus protecting the metal

beneath it.


